Cause sought in fatal crash in Powhatan 



3 killed when tractor-trailers collide; 3 injured 

BY JOE MACENKA 

Richmond Times-Dispatch 

POWHATAN— Three peo​ple were killed and three injured Monday in a head​on crash on U.S. 60 in Powhatan County that cre​ated a swath of destruction several hundred yards long and closed a narrow stretch of the road for much of the day.

The wreck, involving two westbound trucks car​rying treated sludge and three eastbound tractor​trailers hauling pine logs and cut lumber, left one vehicle in flames, logs piled 5 feet deep on one part of the road, and a crash scene so devastating that it took rescuers nearly five hours to remove the last of the bodies.

Virginia State Police Sgt. Thomas J. Molnar said wit​ness reports indicate one of the sludge trucks crossed the centerline and started the chain-reaction crash, which was reported at 5:13 a.m. about 2 miles west of where U.S. 60 nar​rows from four lanes to two.

In addition to being just two lanes with narrow shoulders, the stretch of roadway where the crash occurred cuts through the Powhatan Wildlife Man​agement Area east of the Cumberland County line and has thick stands of mature trees closely guarding both sides of the road.

The identities of the vic​tims were not immediately released. The bodies were taken to the medical ex​aminer’s office in Rich​mond to determine their identification and the causes of death.

One of the injured was flown by helicopter to VCU Medical Center in Rich​mond with injuries that Molnar said were life​threatening, and two oth​ers were treated for minor injuries. 
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Molnar said the westbound sludge trucks, from the Washington area, were delivering their product to be used as fertilizer on Cumberland farm fields. The lead truck apparently crossed the centerline and collided head-on with the eastbound tractor-trailer that was hauling logs and was closely followed by the two tractor-trailers hauling cut lumber. 

The log truck overturned, crashed into a bank of trees along the north shoulder and caught fire, and an axle from one of the trucks came to rest several yards north of the fire. 

Molnar said those killed were one person from the lead sludge truck and two from the logging truck. 

The charred remains of the logging truck’s cab were in a swath of roadway at least 200 yards long that was littered with logs, lumber, sludge and smashed vehicles. As crews walked out of the taped-off crash scene, they stomped their boots on the roadway to knock off hardening sludge. 

Once the final body was removed shortly after 10 a.m., crews began focusing on cleanup. All lanes reopened about 10:30 p.m., more than 17 hours after the crash. 

The Virginia State Police sent a crash team to investigate the cause of the crash. Molnar said fog was reported after the collision, but none was believed to be in the area at the time of the crash. 

Even though the sludge had been treated and was not considered a hazard, a representative from the state Department of Environmental Quality was at the scene to monitor the incident. 

In addition to the five trucks involved, a passenger car struck some of the roadway debris and was slightly damaged, Molnar said. 
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The crash left a portion of U.S. 60 covered with parts of the wrecked vehicles, pine logs, lumber and sludge. 
