Rep. says ignore scare
tactics on Social Security

U.8. Rep. J. Randly Forbes, R-Va., spoaks at a senlor listonTng sesslon to dlscuss Medtcare, Socla! Sacurlty'--'.ﬁ RS :
and other toples Wednesday morning at Tyler's Retreat at fron Brldge In Ghester._ “ A
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BY MARKUS SCHMIDT
STAFF WRITER

CHESTERFIELD - U8, Rep. Ran-
dy Forbes, R-Va,, just wrapped up his
listening tour in the Fourth Congres-
sional District this week, hosting sev-
eral town halls and meetings with
business leaders and educators.

At avisit of Tyler's Retreat in Ches-
tor on Wednesday, Forbes advised

senior citizens to not beliéve scare.

tactics from both sides of the political
aisle predicting the end of Social
Security and Medicare, .

“Most of this is driven by people
who want to scare you to death,”
Forbes said. “You are going to be bom-

barded by people who'll tell you that -
you will lose your Soc:lal Seeurlty,” he

said,

E/PRDGRESS-INDEX

Many senlors are. concerned:_.;;:'_-“-"'

because of warhings issued repeated: -

iy by the Social Security Administra-: -
tion that the trust fund will hkeiy ru_n L

outof money in 2036 o
Now there is reason to beheve that

it could run dry even sooner, since the
Conglessmnal Budget Office has -
almouncedthatby 2020 thecombmed e
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Continued from Page Al

Social Security old age and
disability trust funds will be
$800 billion smallér than
what the Social Security
Administration projected
last year Budget discussions
about spending cuts have
fueled this concern.

But Forbes told seniors o
not be frightened by these
conversations. "There isno
legitimate discussion about
this in Congress. It’s just not
going to happen for anybody
in his this room,” he said.

- “But every time the govern-
ment gets us deeper in debf,
everything will be put on
the table,” Forbes satd.

Forbes said that while
seniors may be on the safe
side, young people will have
a tougher time. “In 2026,
Social Security will be in
trouble if don’t stabilize the
process. That is going to be
a challenge,” he said.

Forbes said Washington’s
priority must be to getf the
debt under control. While
the U.S. debt has fallen 0.4
percent this year as the
economy has shown signs
of improvement, the coun-
try’s debt still is above a
staggering $15 trillion.

“The debt clock keéps on
running,” Forbes said. “It's

-COMIMon sense — you can't”’
spend more money than-

what youmake.”

Forbes said that every.

" ¢hild in America already is
$48,000 in debt, “This is kill-
ing their jobs and opporiu-

nities for the futuie,” Forbes

said. “It concerns me when
parents in the most power-
ful'nation in the world say
we're concerned that our
children will not have the

same quality of life as we

do,” he said.
In spite of économic hard-

for a strong national defense,
“We need a strong military
— but we are going to deci-

mate our military budget,”

Forbes said, referring to
President Barack -Obama’s
plan to shave almost 3487
billion from the Pentagon

budget over the commg

decade.
As these looming spend
ing cuts force the Pentagon
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Aide R|ck F‘mnklin holds a microphone as Celeste
Bushy asks a question. U.S. Rep. J.. R'mdy Forhes, R-.
Va., hosted a senior’ Iistemng session ‘to: disciss
Medicare, Social Securlty and other topics Wetlnesmhy
moming at Tylers Retroat at !rcm Bridge In Chester‘

to plan for a smallez US

Nayy, China is accelerating
the launch of new war shlps
as part of a sustained drive
to become a major maritime
power — an effort.that
leaves Forbes, an expert on

Chinese relatwns con_

cerned

“II'his is the ﬁrst tlme that _

the Chinese have more ships
than us,” Forbes said. SThey

are building up their navy, .

three stealth ﬁghtms and 1t
still leaves them w1th $50
millipn, " I‘orbes said. e
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we are buﬂdmg ours down ”-31 o

he said.

In its annual report to

Congress on the Chinese

military, the Pentagon lagt’

year said that the People’s
Liberation Army now has
about 75 major warships
more than 60 submarines, 55

medium and heavy amphib-

ious ships and about 85
smaller, missile-armed fast
attack craft.

Today, the US. Navy's 285- '

strong fleet includes 11 ain-
craft carriers, more than 70

- nuclear powered subma-
- rines and 22 cruisers, But
ships, Forbes still pushed -

military strategists dismiss
crude comparisons betwean
navies based on the number

of ships alone and most.

experts agree that the U.S,

remains the world’s dorm '

nant navy
Forbes said that as Amer-

ica’s premiere creditor, Chi-.
na builds up }ts nuhtary_

a ":.re_pay Chma
_Wlll buy them




