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individual elements of it,
“We're going to give them
another chance to listen,” he
said. “We're going to let them
vote on each of these ideas

- separately, and we’ll see if

they fight just as hard for
your johs as they fight for
their own jobs,” he told the
firefighters.

“The fivst vote we're going
to ask Congress to take this
weel would put hundreds of
thousands of firefighters
baclk on the job, police offi-
cers back on the streat, teach-
ers back in the classroom,”
Obaima said.

“A fair shot for everybody;
a fair share from everybhody
— that’s a principle that built
America,” Obama said.
“That’s how we created a
middie class, Now, they can
do the right thing in Con-
gress and put people back to
work right now and reopen
firehouses. But I'm going to
need your help. I need you,
and that’s the reason I'm
here,” he said.

The president noted that
so far; Chesterfield had been

Jucky because it isn't facing -

layoffs at the moment. “Buta
lot of these guys have seen
their pay frozen,” Obama
said.

Chesterfield public safety
officials have had to cut their
budget by 2 percent last year,
but nobody lost a job, said Lt.

i Jason Elmore, a spoliesinan
i for Chesterfield Fire and
! EMS. Howevey, fire officials

were forced to cut about five
open positions that will not
be filled. “Any Kkind of a cut
when you're on a tight bud-

- get is going {o be a factor,”

Elmore said.

Obama said that states Iike
Michigan and New Jersey
had to lay off big chunks of

. their forces. “That means
© that fivefighters can't always
.. get to fires before they
. become major fires, And that
" makes their job more danger-
£ ous,” he said, i

Obama said that. Hiis jobs

bill contains the kind of- pro- ]
- posals that ih the past were

supported by Democrats and
Republicans alike. “It will
not add to our deficit,” he
said. “T¢'s paid for by asking
the wealthiest of us, people

Protesters on Muliothlan Turkpike and “Buford’ Road
waved flags and slgns around to protest President Barack

Obama 'lppearance at Chesterﬂelei Fire Statlon 9.

like g, to be able to put na
litite bit more so that we can

make suve that folks who are

struggling get the help they
need, and that the economy

overall is nnplovmg,” he‘

said.

Obamna cited indepéndent”

economists who have said
that the bill will create neaily
2 million jobs. “That’s 1ot my
opinion,” Ie said. “This is
the opinion of independent
economists: People who
study the economy for a liv-
ing say this would givé the
economy theé jolt that it
needs,” he said. :
Most people understand
that the economy and ‘its

problens didn’t happen over- -

night, Obamia said. “Tt's going
to talke time to rebuild the
kind of America in which
everybody has a fair shot.
We're going to keep on fight-
ing, we're going to keep on
working te malke sure that
we've got the kind of econo-

my that works for everybody, .

and not just some,” he said.
Obama said he was s¢ek

ing a bi-pariisan solutiorito

the job problem. “A number’
of people have been asking

“during the course of this
road trip, why have you been -
visiting some of the most.

Republican parts of North
Carolina and Virginia? And
whatI've had to remind them

the President of the United
States of Amierica,” Obama

said, earning applause from

the audience.
“I den’t cave what party

- you belong to, we’re all

is that I m not the Democrat: -

Ame1 1oans and we re a}l 1n
ﬂllS togeﬂler And that's
we dldn’t call ﬂns th

craticjobs plan or i Repub;,
lican jobs plan, We called it

the Amerloan Jobs Aci

sald, '
_ Obama mted a recent poﬂ
showed matﬁapercent of the
American people support
what's in the Ameyican Johs
Act, “Unfortunatelx we've,
had 100 percent of Senate

Repubhcans vole: agamst it,”.
he said. “[Buf] a majority.

think it's agood idea to l(eep
fir eﬁghters on the job, ¥

Obama cr1t101zed ihe:
Repubhcans own proposalé
for ]oh cxeatlon "The prima:

to ro]l back regulatlons that

keep our air and water cIean
and togo back to the system
we had in Wall Stleet that
caused this crisis in the fust
place,” he said, earning
applause, .

“Their plan says that if we'

roll back health care reform
thal somehow Jo‘bs are going

tobe cr ealed,” he said. "Dlrt }

ter.ain, dlrhex water, fewer
people on health care, less
ecoountablhty on Wall Sheet

-~ that 1s not a JObS plan

Obama oonqludecl

In splte of bad news ebout '

the economy, the Job market
has seen private seotor
growth in the past19 months

Obara said. “We ve seen
‘more than 2 nulhon Jjobs cre-+
ated inthe ptlvate sectm i *he’

said.,
The ptoblem - state and
local gover; nments have been

very har d pressed for cing
them tocut back oh fivefight-
ers, pohee oﬁ‘loers snd teach-
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why s

l €S, Obama said “And that’
l one of the biggest challenges
we have,” he said. “Not only
 because these folks sacrifice -

- for us and p10v1de extraord; .
 nary serv1ce to us, but also

they go to restaurants and

. they g0 to the hardwarestore

and they pay a mortgage 1
we've got fneflghters or .
polzce officers or teachers

; who are bemg 1ald off that

| son down the street, That *

meatis that somebody may
have i‘hezr home foreclosed\ .
on and that brmgs proper ty

businesses and to bu _
that hire veterans Cl
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