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“It doesn't seem like your voicas are heard enough In Washington”

President criticizes
Republicans for
blocking legislation

BY OLYMPIA MEOLA
Richrrond Times-Dispatch

EMPORIA — Winding into Vir-
ginia on the second day of his bus
tour, President Barack Obama on

“Tuesday pitched his jobs plan —-
and the cash it could direct io
teachers, police and firefighters
— and ciiticized Republican ef-
torts to block the package.

- He'l switch  subjects  this
morning in Hampton to focus on
hiring veterans, before motoring
into the Richmond area, where
he will visit a Chesterfield County
fire station in House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor's district,

Emporia, a majority African- B : <
American city in Southside Vir- =~ -
ginia, was among the localities The crowd reacts to Obama
that went for Obama in 2008 and o :
helped "him become the first =~ -
Democratic presidential nomi- :
nee in 44 years to carry the state, v

At Greensville County High
School on Tuesday, Obama . : . : K -
bounded up to the podium be- !
fore a hand-picked crowd that 7 :
was vocal and supportive, An
estimated 1,300 people gath-
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's speech at Greensville Cotjni:y ngh ‘Schunl'.‘ |
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‘ered in the school’s gym-
‘nasium, mainly students,
‘parents, invited guests —
‘and teachers who haven't
had a raise in at least four
years. |
“It doesn’t seem like
‘your voices are heard
.enough in Washington,”
‘Obama said. “They don't
‘seemn to be listening,” he
-said, mocking Senate Re-
“publicans for scuttling the
$447 billion jobs measure
last week by refusing to
".debate it. _
« “All over the country,
“including here in Virginia,
.budget cuts are forcing
schools to lay off teachers
.in disturbing numbers,”
‘the president said. “Here
in  Greensville County,
+you've lost some teachers.
‘You could lose more if we’
‘don't pass this jobs bill,
*and that's not right.” '
~ He told the audience
that his plan would mean
‘nearly 11,000 education
jobs in Virginia.
“So 1 need ail of you to |
.tell the Senate ‘Put those
“teachiers back to work.””

ty High School on Tuesday.

. Virginia would receive
‘more than $740 million of
'the $30 billion in the
. American Jobs Act to pre-
'vent teacher layoifs, which' |
.would support 10,800 jobs |
‘in the state, according to
'White House figures. The |
-Greensville County school |
'system  would  receive .
.about $1.6 million of that.
© Greensville biology
‘teacher Jami Clements
_drew huge applause dur-
'ing her introduction of the
-president when she men-
‘tioned feachers' frustra-
.tion that they hadn’t seen
a raise in yeass.

_ . RUSSO/TIMES:DISPATCH
A crowd of people awalted the arrival of President Barack Ohama at Graensvllle Coun-

parp—






