///AG The Progress-Index, Petersburg, Va.

M\!avy remains.
backbone -

after Va. Beach
jet crash

BY ZINIE CHEN SAMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

VIRGINIA BEACH — Virginia’s
most populated city has longhad alove
affair with the military, and several
people left homeless after a fighter jet
leveled their apartments say the crash
won't change that,

They're accustomed to seeing sail-
ors in their dress blues around town,
hulking Navy ships on the horizon and
hearing the roar of jet engines over-
head. They know such a crash is
always a possibility. But it’s hard to
hold a grudge against the city’s largest
employer.

“They're a huge part of the commu-
hity They're everywhers,” said city of
Virginia Beach spokesinan Marc
Davis. “They're our friends, they’re
our neighbors, they’re our Little
League coaches, their children go to
Virginia Beach public schools. Navy
wives and husbands are in the commu-
nity doing volunteer work. ... There'’s
no such thing as a ‘them and us.”’

Dozens of apartment units were
destroved when the F/A-18D Hornet
careened into the Mayfair Mews apart-
ment complex, but no one died —a fact
local and Navy officials hetalded as
miraculous. Both pilets ejected hefore
impact and survived, and the Navy is
now investigating exactly what hap-
pened, Officials have said the jet suf-
fered a massive mechanical malfune-

‘e tion soon after taking off Friday from
: nearby Naval Air Station Ocean.

. Some residents said they’ve known
for some time that such a crash was a
possibility Jets frequently zoom over-
head on training missions — the fight-
er that crashed Friday was piloted by a
tess-experienced aviator and his highly
skilled trainer, according to the Navy
— sometimes near densely populated
neighborhoods.

Jeff Swoope, 55, was one of about

two dozen apartment residents who
had to find shelter at a otel provided

complex Sunday in Virgina Beach

by the Red Cross. He had been pu}hng e
out of his }_]Eu’kj_ng space Fl‘iday when -coi

he saw.the low-flying jet zooming

toward him and drove away.as fastas ef

he could, Still; he's not soured on-the il

military which he said has been a good
neighbor. i

“I moved there after the base was Crt

there,” he said. “If jets really hother :

you, vou dott't have to live there.”

Virginia Beach and the Hampton
Roads area have longhad a symbiotic ‘g
relationship withthe military. In addi-
tion to Oceana and its ever-present |
fighter jets thundering overhead, the
region also is home to the world’s larg-
est naval base in Norfolk and Langley
Air Force Base, among numerous oth
ers.

Oceana is Vn."gmla Beach S 1a1 gest
employer, and the Navy alone has
more than 120,000 military and civilian -
employees in Hampton Roads; The
MNavy Region Mid-Atlantic reported

the 2010 économic impact. for the

region was $13.9 billion, with more

hmstmg fire hoses to help n‘éﬁ
puf out the blaze Even Adm

blame the Navy fc
that hé believes

than 80 ships and 500 alrcraft housed -

here, :
Virginia offlmals foug‘nt o keep
Qceana as the East Coast’s master jet

base in 2005, when the Pentagon con- .

sidered closing if because of increas:
ing development nearby. The city and
state pledged to commit $15 million per
vear to stop development around the

base, gobbling up hundljeds of acresto .

ease encroachment;
Additionaily, the Navy has devel

-‘ mlhtary and thel Navy.is:

because of Ats presence




