All – 

Last year, many of your offices joined in honoring the founding of the military chaplain corps, which was founded on July 29, 1775 by the Continental Congress at the behest of George Washington. These often unsung heroes do so much to serve our men and women in uniform, and honoring them provides a powerful, positive way for your boss to engage on this issue.

We hope you will all consider joining us again this year, as we honor the 240th anniversary in conjunction with the Prayer Caucus #FaithitForward initiative.  Below are a number of graphics and social media posts that you can use, or some ideas for ways that you can create your own material.  

Please remember to send the links for any social media posts to Hailey.Sadler@mail.house.gov so it can be reposted to the #FaithitForward Facebook page.  

HAPPY 240th BIRTHDAY MILITARY CHAPLAINS  | #FaithitForward

How You Can Participate:

         THE WEEK OF JULY 27 on the floor: Offer a one-minute speech telling the story of a military chaplain. Tell the story of a constituent who is serving as a military chaplain, or contact amy.vitale@mail.house.gov for the narrative of a chaplain who has served. Let us know if your boss offers a one-minute; we will collect the video clips of all speeches offered the week of July 27 and share them.

         Share the story of a constituent who is serving as a military chaplain by writing an Op Ed for a local paper and/or posting the story along with a photo on social media. (Be sure to use the hashtag #FaithitForward so the Faith it Forward Facebook page can share your post as well.)

         On July 29th, share one of the below graphics on social media in honor of our military chaplains.

         Change your Facebook cover photo and encourage constituents to do the same, as a way of showing support for America’s military chaplains.

         Contact Conference to create a quick video of your boss thanking military chaplains for their service.

Sample Facebook Posts:

         Happy 240th Birthday to the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps. Our military chaplains have served with honor, courage, and selflessness since the Corps was  created on this day in 1775 by the Continental Congress, at the request of General George Washington to fulfill the religious needs of his soldiers. In time, the Navy and the Air Force also formed their own corps.  As we celebrate these often unsung heroes, let us recommit to supporting our military chaplains, as they support our men and women in uniform. #FaithitForward #HappyBirthdayChaplains

         Today, on the 240th birthday of the Army Chaplain Corps, we’re highlighting the stories of our military chaplains and celebrating the courage of these often unsung heroes who #faithitforward to our men and women in uniform. I’d like to highlight the story of four chaplains from different faith backgrounds, who served together on the U.S.A.T. Dorchester during WWII: Lt. George L. Fox, a Methodist pastor; Lt. Alexander D. Goode a Jewish rabbi; Lt. Clark V. Poling, a Dutch Reformed minister; and Lt. John P. Washington, who served as a Catholic priest.  The men on the U.S.A.T. Dorchester would smile to see the four chaplains joking together as they ate at the same table and ministered alongside one another. Then one day tragedy struck – and the ship was hit by a German torpedo. It would sink in 20 minutes, and only 230 of the 900 passengers would survive.  Amid the chaos, the four chaplains quickly set to calming the passengers and tending to the wounded. They passed out lifejackets to the passengers, quietly giving up their own when the supply ran out. As the ship slipped below the icy ocean water, survivors saw the four chaplains, arms linked, their voices joined in prayer and hymns as long as they slowly sank out of sight.  All four chaplains were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and the Purple Heart.  In 1960, Congress created the Chaplain’s Medal of Honor for the four chaplains in recognition of their “extraordinary heroism.” Like and share this to join me in honoring these four American heroes today. #FaithitForward #HappyBirthdayChaplains

Tweet Sheet:

         Today in 1775 the Continental Congress created the Army Chaplain Corps. Grateful for our military chaplains selfless service #FaithitForward

         Happy 240th Bday to the Army Chaplain Corps. Lets recommit to supporting our military chaplains as they #faithitforward & support our troops

         Our military chaplains #faithitforward, put others before self, support our heroes & serve w/ honor. We are grateful #HappyBirthdayChaplains

         Honoring the 4 chaplains of SS Dorchester today, who gave their lives for their troops during WWII #FaithitForward #HappyBirthdayChaplains

         Honoring Chaplain Dale Goetz today, who gave his life in Afghanistan. 1st military chaplain killed in combat since Vietnam #FaithitForward

Sample Graphics:
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Facebook Cover Photos:
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