
 
Congressman J. Randy Forbes 

 
Chesapeake · Colonial Heights · Emporia 

Virginia 
 

307 Cannon House Office Building ▪ Washington, DC 20515 ▪ (202) 225-6365 ▪ Fax: (202) 226-1170 
 

 

Memorial Day Events 2008 

PBS National Memorial Day Concert  
Description: The National Memorial Day Concert commemorates the service and sacrifice of our men and women 
in uniform and their families at home.  The event is co-hosted by two acclaimed actors, Gary Sinise and Joe 
Mantegna.  Special tributes will be given to the veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam as well as the sacred 
war memorials built in their honor.  Those who have fought and are fighting in Iraq will also be recognized for their 
service.  
Date: Sunday, May 25, 2008 
Time: 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (ET); General Admission gates open at 5:00 p.m. 
Location: West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol 
Cost: Free, no tickets necessary 
Event Producer: The Boeing Company, Disabled American Veterans, Golden Corral Restaurants, National Park 
Service, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Department of the Army, the National Endowment for the 
Arts and public television stations nationwide 
Additional Information: Visit the website at: http://www.pbs.org/memorialdayconcert.   
 
National Memorial Day Parade  
Description: The National Memorial Day Parade is presented by the American Veterans Center.  The parade 
honors those who have served our country.  The event celebrates those who have served from the American 
Revolution to Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The Parade is also an education experience for the public about the 
meaning of Memorial Day. 
Date: Monday, May 26, 2008 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Washington, D.C. on Constitution Avenue  
Cost: Free  
Event Producer: American Veterans Center 
Additional Information: Call 703-302-1012 ext. 227. Or visit the website: 
http://www.nationalmemorialdayparade.com/index.html. 
 
Rolling Thunder Motorcycle Rally 
Description: Thousands of motorcycles ride through Washington in an annual demonstration seeking to improve 
Veteran benefits and resolve POW/MIA issues. 
Date: May 25, 2008 
Time: Motorcycles assemble at the Pentagon at 7:00 am and depart at 12:00 pm, a speaker program and musical 
tribute follows at 1:30 pm at the Reflecting Pool across from the Lincoln Memorial.  
Location: Rally begins at the Pentagon and ends at the Reflecting Pool across from the Lincoln Memorial. 
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: Rolling Thunder 



Additional Information: For more information visit 
http://dc.about.com/od/specialevents/a/RollingThunder.htm .  A candle light vigil is held at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on May 23, 2008 at 9:00 pm.   
 
American Soldier - A Photographic Tribute to Soldiers and Marines 
Description: A special photographic exhibit of 116 pictures is on display at the Women in Military Service for 
America Memorial depicting battlefield and other experiences from the Civil War to Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Date: May 14-Sept. 2, 2008 
Time: 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Location: Arlington, Virginia.  Directions:  http://www.womensmemorial.org/Visit/directions.html.  
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: Business of Entertainment Inc. and EADS North America  
Additional Information: Visit the website at: http://www.american-soldier.com/about/.     
 
Wolf Trap Farm Park: 2008 Summer Blast Off! 
Description: The Park for Performing Arts kicks off the summer season with a free performance by the U.S. 
Marine Band followed by fireworks.  
Date: Sunday, May 25, 2008 
Time: 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Wolf Trap National Park  
Cost: Free, limited capacity 
Event Producer: Wolf Trap Foundation 
Additional Information: Gates open at 7p.m. for House and Lawn, fireworks viewing area opens following the 
performance at 9:30 p.m., fireworks begin at 9:45p.m.  Metro Service is available.  More information can be found 
at: http://www.wolftrap.org/Home/Find_Performances_and_Events/Performance/08Filene/0525show08.aspx.  
 
Fort Ward Park Memorial Day Jazz Festival 
Description: The annual Memorial Day Jazz Festival features big band, swing and contemporary jazz music with a 
different band each hour.  Picnics are allowed and food and beverages will also be for sale. 
Date: May 26, 2008 
Time: 1:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Location: Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: City of Alexandria 
Additional Information: For additional information please visit 
http://www3.alexandriava.gov/recreation/pdfs/0508_jazz.pdf . 



Wreath Laying Ceremonies 
 
Arlington National Cemetery  
Description: Arlington National Cemetery has a very lovely and touching wreath-laying ceremony and concert that 
is held at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in honor. 
Date: Monday, May 26 
Time: 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
Location: Arlington National Cemetery at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
Cost: Free 
Event Prouder: Arlington National Cemetery 
Additional Information: Visit the website at: http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org/ceremonies/wreath_layings.html 

 

Navy Memorial Hosts Rolling Thunder 
Description: The Navy Memorial gets a visit from Rolling Thunder as they participate in a wreath-laying ceremony 
to honor the US men and women in service. There will be remarks by Capt. Perry Martini, USN (Ret.), Director of 
Executive Leadership Programs at Academy Leadership, followed by a book signing with Captain Martini. 
Date: Saturday, May 24, 2008  
Time: 11 a.m. 
Location: 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Washington D.C. 20004-2608 
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: United States Navy 
Additional Information: There will be live entertainment and lunch at 11:30 a.m.-1:00p.m. More information can 
be found on the website: http://www.lonesailor.org/se_memorial_day.php.  
 
Navy Memorial on Memorial Day 
Description: Commemorative Wreath Laying Ceremony with the Fleet Reserve Association with keynote speaker 
MCPO Jeffrey D. Smith, Coast Guard Reserve Force.  
Date: Monday May 26, 2008 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Location: 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Washington D.C. 20004-2608 
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: United States Navy 
Additional Information: At 12:30 pm, the U.S. Navy Band will perform and at 1:00 p.m. the Naval District 
Washington Commemorative Wreath Laying Ceremony will take place.  More information can be found at: 
http://www.lonesailor.org/se_memorial_day.php or contact BMCM Mark Allen, USCGR at mallen@sgt-inc.com. 
 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Description: Annual ceremony that features the Presentation of the Colors and a wreath-laying ceremony. 
Date: Monday, May 26, 2008 
Time: The ceremony begins at 1:00 p.m. 
Location: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
Additional Information: For more information or if your organization would like to lay a wreath at the ceremony 
please visit www.wmf.org/index.   
 
Air Force Memorial 
Description: The Air Force Memorial will honor the millions of men and women who have served in the United 
States Air force.  There will be a wreath laying ceremony on Memorial Day. Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force 
Rodney J. McKinley is the keynote speaker at this ceremony. 
Date: Monday, May 26, 2008 



Time: 9 a.m. 
Location: One Air Force Memorial Drive, Arlington, VA, 22204. The memorial is located off of Columbia Pike 
near VA-244. The Pentagon Metro station is within walking distance of the memorial. 
Cost: Free 
Event Producer: United States Air Force 
Additional Information: More information can be found on the Air Force Memorial Foundation website: 
http://www.airforcememorial.org/.  
 
 
For more information on visiting Washington, D.C. visit the following websites: 

 http://dc.about.com/od/hoildaysseasonalevents/a/MemorialDay.htm 
 www.washington.org 

 


