IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
ELLEN Q. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA

RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JiM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
MARK E. UDALL, COLORADO

DAN BOREN, OKLAHOMA

BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA
NANCY BOYDA, KANSAS

PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA

KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, NEW YORK
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND
KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA
KATHY CASTOR, FLORIDA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. House of Representatibes
Washington, BL 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

July 10, 2008

The Honorable Gordon England
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1010

Dear Secretary England:

DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA

JIM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK
TERRY EVERETT, ALABAMA

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK" McKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

CANDICE S. MILLER, MICHIGAN

PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

THELMA DRAKE, VIRGINIA

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

As we transition to a new Congress and a new Administration while our nation is
engaged in two wars, our HASC Subcommittees are looking ahead in several areas that will have
a direct impact on the ability of our service men and women to perform their missions. These
areas include training, particularly language and cultural awareness training, energy initiatives,
and the enduring Department of Defense capability to defeat improvised explosive devices and
other asymmetric threats to our military.

We understand that you have taken steps to prepare for the transition and, on August 9,

2007, issued a memorandum which outlines the top “transformation priorities” for

institutionalizing 25 different activities by December of this year. We also understand that these
25 activities include those mentioned above which are of interest to our subcommittees.

Please provide a copy of this memorandum and any supporting documents that will help
our subcommittees understand these transition plans and the status of their implementation. If you
have any questions, please contact Dr. Lorry Fenner on the committee staff at (202) 226-4532.
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Sincerely,

Todd Akin
Ranking Member

Oversight & Investigations
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Neil Abercrombie

Chairman
Air & Land Forces

Solomon Ortiz
Chairman
Readiness

(L&A

Chairman
Terrorism and Unconventional
Threats and Capabilities
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