Vbeen done.’

* can move past this latest controversy and focus on .

GUR G?ENION

n early September Clty Counmlor and former
Mayor Brenda S.'Pelham pleaded no contest to
three counts of not disclosing her employ
;' with the Hopewell Public Schools. syste‘
before vetmg on school related matters in col
meetings..- v
In exchange for the pleas spemai prosecutor
Michael Herring, commonwealth’s attorney-in Ric
mond, dismissed 10 of the ougmal 13 misdemeant
charges. The three remaining ‘charges are carr"
over until September-2012 and will be dismissed-in
12 menths if Pelham keeps an othermse clea
record. :
“I saw no sense in drawmg the case out " Pei_ ;
sald at the tlme “The people who have accused e
will always feel that 1 am gulity _
: ‘_r‘anyway," ‘she said, - S
‘InMay, a spec1a1 grand j ]ury mdlct-"
ed Pelham alleging she had know- -
‘ingly: faﬂed to declare her conﬂlct S
‘ofinterest in'voting on school:
related matters 13 times. between
June 2006 and July 2019. Pelham 1S o
a longtime employee with the
‘Hopewell Public Schools system
-"and works as attendance officer.
‘Pelham'was arrested by spemal
agents from the Vn ginia State Police’s Bureau of '::--:
Criminal Investigation. She was pr ocessed at River-
side Regmnal Jail; where she was handcuffed at the e
jail as part-of standard procedure. Bl
Pelham has admitted to having v1olated the law but e
called it “a technicality” o L
The main-pointin the.case is there was never- any -
evidence that Pelham ever- preflted from not dls .
closing her employment with the school system,” ||
Also, Pelham $aid she never acted out of malice.: =~ - {i
“Tveryong 1n the c1ty knews whete I work » she :
said. Ll
Petham: has a point. It was no secret that Pelham '7_ e
worked for the school district and her failure to dis- -
close the connection before vetes wasa technlcahty i
But it was somethmg that appal ently should have o |

'PELHAM

‘Even special pr osecutor Herrlng sa;d that whlle :
Pelham violated the law, she had simply Imsunder
stood the. techniéal; requlrements for disclosure ant
that:she had not tmed to heneflt from he1 pesmon .
oneouneily, jilg s s

That puts the matter to rest Hopewe}l Clty Coun
cil in recent years has beén beset by controvers
divisions and disr uptlon ‘Pelham chose to ple:
contest in order to end the controversy. . s

Let's hope that Hopewell City Coungil: members _

the many pr assing needs facmg Hopewell remden_ 8.




