Nes.

: and consultmg mth the

In a statement Wednesday,
Cuccinelli said: “Given the im»

‘pending elections and deadlines .

associated with the fede1al Vot

ing Rights Act; my office is seeks: - :
ervention - b}h_»

ing immediate
the Suplefr'a_ C

't of Virginia.¥;

““We are filing-a writ of prohh SR
bition, seeking a niling that th& -

circuit coutt’s ruling exceeds its.

jurisdiction. We are also secking ..

an lmmedlate ‘appeal of the I

dei-and a: stay,of-:flmher pros - .
' ceedings in the circuit court un*
til the Virginia’ Supreme Court :

has ruled,” he said.”

Tucker Martin, a spokesmanw-
-for the governor, confirmed thati

Gov. Bob MéDonnell Signe:

redlstrlctmg bill Tuesday nlght;

“after réviewing the leg

argue ‘that the plan dlsehfran
chises blacks’ *by. placing ‘too:
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A Richmond Circuit Coust
}udge has refused to toss out a
suit from six voters alleging that,
the General Assembly’s congres;-

. - sional redistricting plan is un;-
" constitutionat,

Legislators passed the plan
Friday. The plaintiffs contend
the state constitution requue

-+ _legislators to draw up the plan jn
<, 2011 and, therefore, the General
-, Assemnbly forfeited its authority
! and the redistricting responsibil;

1. ity falls to the courts,

The Virginia Attorney Genu

- al's Office asked Judge Bmhard
~D. Taylor jr. to dismiss the sul_t '

But Taylor ruled Tuesday that it

. can proceed.

. Brian Gottstein, a spokesmal
for Attorney General Ken Cucci-
nelli, said that despite the circuit
court’s opinion — that it has not

i decided whether the General As:.

sembly is divested of its au-

| thority to draw new congressio-
1. nal districts because it-did not

complete the task in 2011 — thé
effect of the opinion is that the
General Assembly is divested of
stich authority.

Now that the General Assem«
bly has passed — and the gover-.

nor has signed — the plan, the

court can act only if passing the
bill was beyond the legislature’s’

" authority, argues Gottstein.

Gottstein sald that because
the General Assembly clearly has
such authority -under both the
1.8, and Virginia constitutions,
the Richmond Circuit Court:
does not have the jurisdiction to’
hear the plaintiffs’ claims. 34

In fact, both parties to the suif-
agreed at the hearing that if the-
General Assembly still had the
power to redistrict, the suit
should be dismissed, he said.




