Congress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

December 7, 2011

The Honorable Harold Rogers The Honorable Norm Dicks

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers and Ranking Member Dicks:

As we all work to protect American jobs and promote economic growth, we urge the Committee
on Appropriations to take another critical step to protect small and seasonal businesses
throughout the country.

As you know, the recently enacted Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act
(P.L.112-55) postponed until January 1, 2012 the effective date of harmful regulations that will
artificially inflate the labor costs of employers that are forced to hire H-2B workers. While that
step was helpful, thousands of small businesses and their full-time employees are still in extreme
jeopardy if the rule is permitted to go into effect in less than a month.

The H-2B program is essential to employers who cannot find local temporary workers to fill jobs
during their peak seasons. It should also be emphasized that the program is critical to allow those
businesses to operate at a greater capacity, keep their doors open, and retain their full-time local
workers.

Unfortunately, the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) has targeted the H-2B program, and by
extension those law-abiding employers that are forced to utilize it, for virtual elimination with
punitive rules. The finalized DOL rule, delayed by P.L.112-55, seeks to artificially increase the
wage rates for H-2B workers well above legitimate economic levels while the other proposed
rule would unnecessarily increase the cost and complexity of the H-2B program. The
combination of these two rules will make the H-2B program virtually unusable, threatening
America’s seasonal businesses and their full-time American employees.

We urge the Committee on Appropriations to include the language from H.R.3162 or section 118
of H.R. 3070, which will prevent any appropriated funding from being used to implement those
H-2B rules which pose a threat to our constituents, small businesses throughout the nation, and
our economy.

Seasonal employers desperately need Congress to enact a legislative remedy that provides a
long-term solution and provides relief for small businesses from these job-killing regulations.

Sincerely,
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Robert J. Wittman (VA-01)
Scott Rigell (VA-02)

Andy Harris (MD-01)
Charles F. Bass (NH-02)
Rodney Alexander (LA-05)
Frank Guinta (NH-1)

Walter B. Jones (NC-03)
James Lankford (OK-5)
Martha Roby (AL-02)

Todd Akin (MO-02)

Mick Mulvaney (SC-05)
Mac Thornberry (TX-13)
Rep. J. Randy Forbes (VA-04)
Donald A. Manzullo (IL-16)
Tim Griffin (AR02)

Dan Benishek (MI-01)
Kevin Yoder (KS-3)

Steve Scalise (LA-1)

Patrick McHenry (NC-10)
Steve Southerland (FL-02)
Jeffrey M. Landry (LA-03)
Cynthia Lummis (WY-AL)
Bill Cassidy (LA-06)

Rick Crawford (AR-1)

Todd Russell Platts (PA-19)
Scott Tipton (CO-3)

Robert Dold (IL-10)
Francisco "Quico" Canseco
(TX-23)

Renee Ellmers (NC-2)

Mike Ross (AR 04)

Charles W. Boustany, Jr., MD
(LA-7)

Todd Young (IN-9)

Cedric L. Richmond (LA-02)
Todd Rokita (IN-04)

Blaine Luetkemeyer (MO-09)
Larry Kissell (NC-08)



