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March 2, 2012

The Honorable Leon Panetta
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Panetta:

As of today, the 2012 Annual Report to Congress on the Military and Security Developments
Involving the People’s Republic of China is late. As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Readiness of the
House Armed Services Committee, charged with providing oversight of the Department of Defense, and
as founder and co-Chair of the Congressional China Caucus, I am deeply concerned by the Department's
repeated disregard for the law. As you know, Section 1202 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2000 mandates the Department of Defense submit a report no later than March 1 of each year.

Like the report, its tardy delivery is an annual occurrence. My office has heard myriad reasons for
these delays - interagency coordination, analytical challenges, political pressures - and been assured of a
more timely delivery in the future. Yet each year the Department has fallen short. Last year the report was
not delivered until months after the House Armed Services Committee had passed the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, making it impossible to render judgment on defense matters
related to the Asia-Pacific region. This year, given the Department's new rebalancing towards the Asia-
Pacific, I find it even more alarming why a report on the military capabilities of a state that your
Department has said is acquiring capabilities aimed at denying the United Stated freedom of action in the
western Pacific Ocean would again be unavailable during the NDAA process.

I do not request an explanation for why the report is late, but instead would like to know when the
Department plans to deliver the report after its legal deadline.

Sincerely
.-..——l-'"‘"
. Randy For
Member of Congress
ConeRressionaL Praver Caucus ConcRessionaL CHINa CAuCUS CongREssioNAL Navy-Marine Cores Caucus CoNGRESSIONAL MODELING AND SiMuLATION CAuCUS
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