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One of a Congless most basic re-
~ sponsibilities is to pass a budget,
. Families and businesses all across

i America regularly make budgets, yet
~. the U.S. Senale has failed o legislate
one in over three and a half years. In
. fact, as many have pointed out, the last
. time the U.S. Senate passed a budget,

. we had never even heard of the iPad.

©-General Motors had never declared
 bankruptcy. No one had heard of
"+ Swine Flu. And the national debt was
¥4 trillion smaller than it is today,

. Today, our national debt stands at
~over $16 trillion and we have racked
p over a frillion dollars in deficits in
~each of the last four years, We can no
; longel continue on this path.” As pub-

' lic servants, we have a lot of work fo
“doto bring down our national debt and
Tein in deficit spending. Tt will not be
. -€asy. [t will take hard work. Tt will not
;fhappen overnight. In the meantime,

however, Congress can make some
1mp01tant fiscal steps to show that we

are comnutted to 1etummg Amez ica to

a firm fiscal footing. "

Just like families and busmesses : , :
.baIanced b__ get amendment was

across America, Membms of Congress

need to be held 1espon31ble for their. bro I
fiscal decisions. ‘To add personal ac- - whe
countability into the process, Lintro- -

duced the Congressional Accountabil-

ity Pay (CAP) Act, H.R. 284. to break:
Congress addiction to spending by ty-.
ing members’ salaries directly. to-
spending: The premise of the bill is -

simple —:the more Members of Con:

gress spend, the less they make in sal-

ary. So, if Congress increases spend-

ing by 7 percent, theii salaries wouId .

be cut by 7 percent.
Last week, the House passed the
No Budget, No Pay Act, H.R, 325, re-

quiring Members of the House and."

Senate to pass a budget, or have their

pay withheld. I was pleased that this

bill incorporates pérsonal accountabil-
ity of Members of Congress, in a simi-

lar fashion as the CAP Act. Jam opti=
mistic that this is a first step toward .

getting spending under control

fix ‘our broken budget plocess and pn—

- back ona path of fiscal pzospenty, but’
'Membels of Congress persona]iy ac—;.

‘Washingtoni, The status quo isno‘lon-+i -
ger acceptable - Members of Congl esg

=norme challenges facmg our nation,

eyﬂom of the US Senate _

: "s more: than tupled m .
size flom_‘ﬁs 1 trillion to $16.4 trillion™-.
today. I continue to support - a’ bal-_;_'
anced budget amendrient 4o’ the Con-.
stltution Butin themeantlme wemust

otitize spending. - :

Passing ‘a:budget; ‘as called foran-
dér the No Budget; No Pay Act, isonly “o e
the first step towaid putting ourination

it ‘would ‘go «a long -way ‘in tholding:

¢ountable for- spendmg -decisioris ‘in- i

cannot remain i lmmune from: the eco-i

CULS. Rep. Randy Forbes repie.s‘ents': T
Vrgmza 's 4th Congress:onal DISII‘ICf Ao

. Repiblican; he has been, serving in ﬂ? e. .
In January of 1995, a constitutional

House of Rep: esentanves smce 2001

ey

==




