To:  JRF

Fr:  DC Staff

Dt: July 13, 2011

Re:  DC Update

Need input on Debt Limit flyer.  Jess, Christy and Sarah have been working to compile a one-page flyer that lays out: 1) The principles that will guide you during the debt limit debate; and 2) the bills you’ve cosponsored to address spending and debt limit issues.  Since we intend to use this document as the basis for blogs, tweets, emailers, and our leg mail on this topic, we want you to review this flyer this morning before you head to Judiciary.  The Chester Patriots are coming to rally at our Chesterfield office at 1:30 so we’d also like to have this to Ron by noon so that he can print this for those attending.  

HASC Hearing today.  This afternoon at 1PM is the HASC Total Force Management hearing. The hearing binder is on your desk. We have included a number of questions suggested by Cathy Garmin for you.  It would be helpful if you referred to the notes under each question because some of the questions wrongly imply you have an issue with the contractor force. Eric will be available to help with anything you need for this hearing.

Possible CPC action: Groups send letter to Pres Obama, urging him to maintain religious hiring rights for faith-based federal contractors. This week, a group of leaders of faith-based organizations and religious liberty organizations sent a letter asking the President to maintain religious hiring rights for faith-based federal contractors.  This was in response to a letter recently sent by 52 organizations to President Obama, urging him to overturn an existing policy that allows faith-based organizations that do contract work for the federal government to nevertheless consider religious criteria in their employment decisions. Emily will follow up with you to discuss CPC possibly sending a similar letter in support of the religious hiring rights.

Energy & Water Cuts to NNSA.  Reed and Johnny have been discussing the cuts that the Energy and Water Appropriations bill makes to the National Nuclear Security Administration.  Congressman Turner has decided that due to these cuts he will oppose the appropriations bill.  Reed and Johnny would like to briefly discuss these cuts with you at some point today.  Here are the cuts:

· NNSA Appropriation=$10.6 billion.  This is $1.1 billion less (10% cut) than the President’s request

· Nuclear Weapons Activities=$7.1 billion.  This is $497 million less (7% cut) than the President’s request

· Defense Nuclear Non-Proliferation=$2.1 billion.  This is $463 million less (22% cut) than the President’s request

· Global Threat Reduction Initiative=$388 million.  This is $120 million less (23% cut) than the President’s request

· Naval Reactors=$1 billion.  This is $123 million (12% cut) than the President’s request

Navy Could Face $10 billion in Budget Cuts.  The Navy could be forced to slash its annual budget by $10 billion as the Pentagon pares its spending, defense insiders tell The Hill.  “The Navy is anticipating a $10 billion cut to its fiscal 2013 budget request that will necessitate major program changes,” said defense industry insider Loren Thompson of the Lexington Institute.  “That’s what I’m hearing,” said another Navy insider when asked about the $10 billion amount.  The sea service requested $161.4 billion in baseline funding for 2012. The House-passed 2012 defense appropriations bill proposed a $1.7 billion cut to Navy procurement accounts.  With the service facing a possible cut approaching $12 billion, weapons program cuts are on the table.  “One option under active consideration for most of the year has been to delay construction of the second aircraft carrier in the Ford class from 2013 to 2015,” Thompson said.  The article goes on to discuss the rumors of a delay or cut to future carrier procurements and the discussions that took place in the Readiness hearing on Tuesday.  Here is the full story:  http://thehill.com/news-by-subject/defense-homeland-security/171399-navy-could-face-10-billion-in-cuts?page=2#comments 

Navy Readiness hearing quotes: We have compiled a list of key quotes from the hearing for future use in speeches, op-eds, and blog posts. Some include:

· Admiral Burke
· "What I'm referring to when I say we have a limited supply is we only have 285 ships. And I'm -- as a submariner, I'm most familiar with the submarine model, where COCOM demand is for about 16 or 18 sub SSNs at any one time. We deliver about 10 SSNs at any one time. So -- and why do we only deliver 10? Because that's all we can afford to deliver."
· "I'm not happy about the $367 million [ship maintenance budget shortfall]. However, it was a decision that was made based on a bunch of -- a bunch of other priorities and ship maintenance came out short a few hundred million dollars. The impact of that is -- is significant. The impact is that we will go without approximately 40 availabilities."

· "If we don't pay for the maintenance today, we will pay more for the maintenance in the future."

· "Now, the readiness challenge that we have today is that the continuing demand for forces exceeds that which we have, which we can provide."

· Admiral McCoy

· "The folks that work on nuclear ships are highly skilled. They have a significant amount of experience. And it's not somebody that you can just hire off the street. As a matter of fact, we -- we tell people it takes longer to train a nuclear welder in this country than it does a surgeon, because of the level of experience that they have."

Media Roundup - Navy Readiness Hearing.  In terms of overall coverage, the following publications have run stories on Tuesday's Navy Readiness Hearing: Politico, Washington Times, The Hill (2), DoD Buzz (2), Wired, Defense Industry Daily, Defense Daily, and Heritage.  Note: Defense News, Navy Times, Daily Press, and AOL Defense are all planning on running stories.
HASC Republican Member Meeting.  In discussions on how to improve upon the successes of Tuesdays Readiness hearing, Dave, Eric and Johnny discussed ways to get members on board with your overarching themes throughout the rest of your Readiness hearing series.  We think a good first opportunity would be on Friday morning when you discuss the Readiness reports with Committee Republicans.  Staff recommend you discuss your key Plant the Flag themes and encourage the members of the subcommittee to ask contributing questions in the hearings.  Johnny and Eric will work closely with Dave and the Readiness staff to feed suggested questions and important data points to the staff of members who are interested in pursuing this objective with you.  Separately, Eric plans to do similar outreach to the MLA’s for subcommittee members. 

Feedback from Ryan Kaldahl on Navy Readiness Hearing. “I drank too much coffee last night so I read through this whole transcript last night at like midnight -- GREAT hearing...JRF should ask for brief on "global force management process" from Joint Staff OLA-- it will help him ask even better questions about combatant commander demands vs. what the military services supply is.  Excellent hearing -- love the slides and breaking from regular order.”

New CPC Member. On Wednesday, Rep. Kingston joined the Prayer Caucus. This brings the total number of Members to 88. Emily’s goal for the summer was to grow the Caucus to 90 members by August. She will continue her outreach efforts, in hopes of getting at least 2 more Members by August recess.

Schedule in District – July 18th-19th.  Carolyn has scheduled a couple of meetings for you to take while you are in the district next Monday and Tuesday. These meetings are ones she has been holding for most of the year until you could be in the district to take them.  These meetings are as follows:

July 18th:

9:00 AM - Speaking Engagement at Association of Defense Communities Annual Conference

1:00 PM – Lunch with Steve Best

2:30 PM - Meeting with Hampton Roads Realtors Association

3:00 PM - Meeting with Mark Carey

3:30 PM - Meeting with Rick Morris

July 19th:

9:00 AM - Meeting with Admiral Harvey

11:00 AM - Meeting with Tom Bray, Naval Civilian Managers Association

11:30 AM - Meeting with Jim M. Boyd and Robert F. Boyd

Today: CPC intern lunch with Rep. Harper. The second CPC intern lunch is today, with Congressman Harper. Approximately 15 interns have RSVP’d to attend. 

Speaker for next week’s CPC intern lunch. On Wednesday, Emily talked with you about getting a CPC member to speak at the intern lunch next week instead of a staffer, since the House will be in session after all. You mentioned that you were hoping to ask Rep. Hartzler on the floor during votes last night. Emily will follow up with you today to see if Rep. Hartzler agreed to speak, and will work with her staff to schedule the event if she agreed to do so.

South China Sea briefing.  The U.S.-China Commission/Congressional China Caucus staff briefing on recent events in the South China Sea has been officially scheduled for July 29th at 2 p.m.  The speakers will be Commissioner Dan Blumenthal followed by the Center for a new American Security’s Dr. Patrick Cronin.  Dr. Ernie Bower will be unable to attend due to a previous obligation. 

Mail Continues to Pour In. Overnight, we received 342 pieces of mail - we usually get maybe 100 pieces.  Medicare was a hot topic - there was a mail campaign asking you to "Please Protect Funding for Seniors and Their Caregivers" 74 pieces of mail came in about this.  The vast majority is on the budget.  We did have a couple not happy about the McConnell plan to punt to the President on the debt ceiling.  

NAT GAS Act Ethics Letter.  The NAT GAS Act letter is ready for you to approve or make changes to.  Reed can discuss the letter and the plan for moving forward whenever you would like.

China urges U.S. to take responsible action on debt.  Chinese authorities have publicly voiced their concern with the ongoing U.S. debt ceiling talks.  A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman told the western media that, “we hope the U.S. government adopts responsible policies and measures to guarantee the interests of investors.”  The comments echoed those made by officials in Beijing in April, when Standard & Poor’s, another leading credit rating agency, lowered its outlook on the United States from stable to negative because of the country’s high budget deficit and rising government indebtedness. 

Obama on Social Security. President Obama said he cannot guarantee that retirees will receive their Social Security checks August 3 if Democrats and Republicans in Washington do not reach an agreement on reducing the deficit in the coming weeks. in an interview with CBS Evening News, President Obama said, "I cannot guarantee that those checks go out on August 3rd if we haven't resolved this issue. Because there may simply not be the money in the coffers to do it."

Senator McConnell's plan on the debt ceiling.  The first part of the plan would entail Obama submitting a request to Congress to raise the debt ceiling by $700 billion ahead of the Aug. 2 deadline. Then, Congress could pass a resolution of disapproval; the president could either sign it or veto it, McConnell said. “Presumably, he would veto it,” McConnell continued. “If that were the case, that veto would be sustained by one-third-plus-one in either the House or the Senate.”  The second debt-limit request, for $900 billion, would then likely come in the fall of 2011 and would follow the same procedure, McConnell said. The third, another $900 billion increase, would come in the summer of 2012 and would lift the debt ceiling through the end of the year. Along with each debt-limit increase, Obama would be required to submit a proposal for spending cuts greater than or equal to the figure by which the ceiling was raised. 

Joint hearing on tax reform.  The Senate Finance and House Ways and Means Committees  held their first joint hearing since 1940 on tax reform and the national debt. Ways and Means Chairman Camp signaled that the tax treatment of debt could be ripe for changes but declined to endorse any particular policy.  He said, there is not “necessarily one way to move forward on this issue, so I think it’s going to take a number of discussions about how to address it, but it is a part of the building blocks of fundamental tax reform."

 

Navy blogs discussing readiness hearing.  An influential Navy blogger who knows Eric wrote him to say how much he enjoyed the hearing. He asked for the Youtube video and transcript of the hearing and mentioned he plans to post his analysis today. 

DADT Repeal Input Received.  According to Morning Defense, DoD has received all the input necessary from combatant commanders and service chiefs on allowing gays and lesbians to serve openly, leaving Panetta and Mullen free to certify to Obama that the military is ready for repeal.  Pentagon officials didn’t say when the two would decide.  The clock is ticking on a court order from earlier this week giving the administration 10 days to decide whether it will appeal a ruling that the policy is unconstitutional.

Senate Takes up MILCON/VA Appropriations Bill.  In yesterdays cloture vote, the Senate voted 81-11 to proceed with the House-passed bill.  The Senate added an amendment in the nature of a substitute and the accompanying Senate report includes funding for the project at Mayport.  Additionally, the Senate decided to withhold funding for the Guam re-alignment in the legislation.  The White House also released a statement noting that Obama would sign the bill if it clears the Senate.  Excerpts from the Senate report: 

"The Committee is concerned that although DOD has requested more than $1,000,000,000 in funding since fiscal year 2010 for military construction projects to implement elements of the Marine Corps buildup in Guam, the Department has yet to produce a comprehensive master plan, realistic cost estimate, or construction timeline encompassing all elements of the plan. Moreover, several land use issues--including the availability of land on Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands for essential training range support for the Marines--remains unresolved. And the proposed United States military construction program does not begin to address the requisite civilian infrastructure improvements on Guam--including transportation, water, sewer and electrical upgrades--that will be needed to accommodate the projected population increase...In assessing the overall DOD force posture realignment in the Pacific region, GAO pointed out that congressional defense committees `have been presented with individual posture decisions and funding requests that are associated with specific construction programs or initiatives, but those requests lack comprehensive cost estimates and the financial context that such estimates would provide--including long-term costs to complete and annual operation and maintenance costs'...Due to the lack of verifiable cost estimates for the Guam buildup, the failure of DOD to submit to the congressional defense committees a comprehensive master plan for the initiative, and continuing uncertainty over the ability of the Government of Japan to fulfill its commitment to relocate United States troops on Okinawa, the Committee has deferred funding for fiscal year 2012 military construction projects associated with the relocation of United States Marines to Guam."

Pentagon to unveil cyber security strategy: The Pentagon is set to unveil Thursday a strategy for protecting its computer systems that goes beyond erecting firewalls and stresses the use of sensors, software and data collected by U.S. intelligence, U.S. officials said. At the same time, officials have labored to make their “Cyber 3.0” strategy not appear too bellicose in an effort to counter perceptions that the United States is militarizing cyberspace, according to people briefed on the process.

 

NAVAIR looking at riverine simulator: http://defensetech.org/2011/07/13/navair-looking-at-riverine-simulator/
Huntington-Ingalls Shipyard gets new Amphib order: Huntington-Ingalls Industries' shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss., got a boost July 13 when the U.S. Navy awarded a $98.6 million advanced procurement contract to buy long-lead items for a new amphibious ship. The yet-to-be named LPD 27 will become the 11th ship of the San Antonio LPD 17-class of amphibious transport docks.

 

Generals Make Case for Fewer Strategic Airlifters: Senior Defense Department mobility officials on Wednesday asked Congress to lower the statutory minimum fleet size of the nation's strategic airlifters from 316 to 301.

 
Early F-35 costs increase $771m: From an unlikely pair of sources — Steve Trimble, aero-reporter extraordinaire, and the Twitter account of Arizona Sen. John McCain — here’s more bad news for the F-35 program: DoD notified Congress this week that Lockheed Martin is charging an additional $771 million for its first 31 F-35 Lightning IIs.

Report: Chinese soldiers Attack Vietnamese Fisherman.  Armed Chinese soldiers allegedly beat a Vietnamese fisherman and threatened other crew members before driving them out of waters near disputed South China Sea islands claimed by both countries, a Vietnamese official said Thursday.  A Chinese navy ship chased the fishermen before dispatching a speedboat with 10 soldiers armed with automatic rifles and batons, a border official in Vietnam's central Quang Ngai province said on condition of anonymity, citing policy. The soldiers boarded the fishing boat near the contested Paracel Islands.  The soldiers punched and kicked the Vietnamese captain and threatened nine other crew members in the July 5 incident, he said, adding the captain was not injured.

NY clerk resigns over gay marriage opposition. A New York town clerk has resigned from her post in opposition of the State's legislation of gay marriage. She sent a letter of  resignation this week, stating  that her religious beliefs stood in front of her signing a marriage certificate to a gay couple. “There was no protection provided in the legislation of Town Clerks who are unable to sign these marriage licenses due to personal religious convictions, even though our US Constitution supports freedom of religion," she wrote in her letter that was published on the website of New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms.

FFRF sues over Gov. Perry’s prayer rally. Freedom From Religion Foundation filed a federal lawsuit this morning in a federal district court in Houston seeking to block Texas Gov. Rick Perry from continued association with the evangelical Christian prayer rally he initiated at Reliant Stadium in Houston to take place on Aug. 6. FFRF is asking the court to declare unconstitutional Perry’s initiation, organization, promotion and participation in the prayer event. A proposed order to restrain Perry’s continuing involvement in the prayer rally will be filed after a hearing date is set.
219 Prayer Card requested by Sen. Boozman. Emily spoke with Sen. Boozman’s office yesterday, and he would like for Members to fill out a prayer card at 219 next week for Chris Battle, a former congressional staffer who worked for former Rep. Asa Hutchinson. Emily will prepare a card for you to circulate at 219 next week.

Delaware sued over Lord’s prayer at council meetings. Americans United for Separation of Church and State (AU) has filed suit in a U.S. district court against Sussex County for reciting the Lord's Prayer at its council meetings. AU asserts that the prayers violate the Establishment Clause, and the “no preference” clause of the Delaware constitution. AU first wrote to members of the Sussex County Council in June 2008, asserting that the prayers that advance one religion are unconstitutional and requesting that the practice be discontinued. In April 2009, AU sent another letter. Neither letter received a response. Liberty Counsel is defending Sussex County.

Judge Temporarily Halts Illinois’ Attempt to End Catholic Charities Contract. An IL judge granted a request of three IL Catholic Charities agencies, which asked for a temporary halt to the state’s decision not to renew its longstanding adoption and foster care contracts. The agencies will be allowed to continue their services until there’s a legal resolution to the situation. Last month, the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (IDCFS) surprised the Catholic Charities affiliates with the news that their contracts would not be renewed. The move could have jeopardized the futures of nearly 2,000 Illinois children. The state’s reason for ending the half-century relationship? Catholic Charities opposed placing children — through adoption or foster care — with cohabiting or same-sex couples.

Americans United for Separation of Church and State (AU) says Indiana City’s $1.2 Million Gift to Religious School Violates Constitution. AU sent a letter today to the South Bend Common Council, warning that its plan to use public funds to support a religious school is unconstitutional. The council has approved the purchase of property valued at $1.2 million that it will donate to St. Joseph’s High School. The Catholic high school will use the new building for religious education and sectarian activities. Americans United had also sent a letter to the council in June, prior to the vote on the transaction. The council approved the transaction any way, claiming the plan is constitutional because city residents will be able to use the facilities when they are not in use by St. Joseph’s students.

2 “dads” want name on birth certificate; Supreme Court is asked to review the case. A gay rights organization is seeking Supreme Court review of the case of a gay couple who wanted both their names to appear on the birth certificate of the Louisiana child they adopted in New York. Earlier this year, the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of a Louisiana registrar who insisted only one father's name can go on the certificate. In Louisiana, adopted children get new birth certificates with their new parents' names on them. However, the state does not allow adoptions by unmarried couples. The state contends that putting both men's names on the birth certificate would violate state law.

CPC introductory meeting with Rep. Garrett. On Thursday, Emily will meet with Rep. Garrett to discuss the Prayer Caucus, what issues are most important to him, and how the Caucus can help to forward his initiatives.

Response to Wallbuilders email promoting CPC. On Wednesday, Emily told you about the email that David Barton sent to Wallbuilders supporters, featuring the CPC and telling individuals how to follow the Caucus. Because of that email, over 40 individuals have requested to receive Caucus updates. About 20 people have also written on the CPC facebook page, expressing their support for the work of the Caucus.

Thurs. Press Conference discussing case for investigating Planned Parenthood. Rep. Renee Ellmers (R-NC) and Rep. Randy Hultgren (R-IL) have invited Americans United for Life President and CEO Dr. Charmaine Yoest, along with other Members of Congress, for a Thursday news event discussing the implications of AUL’s “The Case for Investigating Planned Parenthood.” In a letter to Members, Rep. Ellmers wrote, “I invite my colleagues to review the findings of this Report and to join us on Thursday as we voice our concerns about the issues raised by AUL’s Report and express our renewed commitment to seeking accountability for taxpayers and for investigating whether taxpayers are funding an organization that misuses government funding and violates state laws.

Press Release - ADC Conference.  On Wednesday afternoon, Joe sent a press release announcing that you will be serving as the keynote speaker at the Association of Defense Communities Conference on Monday morning in Norfolk.

instaPoll.  This week's instaPoll will get constituents up to speed on the situation with debt ceiling negotiations and ask constituents to weigh in on whether or not they support tax increases as part of a debt deal.

414 Plan.  Joe had a lengthy conversation with leg counsel to iron out the wrinkles of the 414 Plan.  He has a draft in working order and will sit down Thursday with Sarah and Christy to discuss it.  He will compile a memo for you to go over key decision points in regard to the legislation.

VSU - TRIO Grant. Joe heard from Rod Butler over at VSU--he was looking for help in finding out whether or not VSU received TRIO grant funding this year.  Joe reached out to the Department of Transportation and unfortunately, VSU was not an award recipient this year.

Obama warns Cantor: 'Don't call my bluff' in debt-limit talks. Republicans said tense negotiations over raising the $14.3 trillion debt limit at the White House ended when President Obama stormed out of the meeting with a stern warning to House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.): “Don’t call my bluff.” “It ended with the president abruptly walking out of the meeting,” Cantor told reporters upon returning to the Capitol Wednesday.

Moody’s puts nation’s credit rating on watch. The “rising possibility” that the debt limit will not be raised by Aug. 2 has driven Moody’s Investors Service to put the nation’s triple-A credit rating on review for a downgrade. In a statement, the credit-rating agency warned that the risk of a default on U.S. obligations, while low, had risen. A default would “fundamentally alter Moody’s assessment of the timeliness of future payments, and a AAA rating would likely no longer be appropriate,” Moody’s stated shortly after markets closed Wednesday. The agency also warned that even if the debt limit was raised in time, the nation’s credit rating would retain a negative outlook if no “substantial and credible agreement” also was struck to reduce the deficit “beginning within the next few years.”

Issue Brief - Debt Ceiling. Jessica completed a detailed issue brief that outlines the debt ceiling issue, discusses your principles, and shares your solutions. 

Web Banner. Jessica is designing a web banner on the debt ceiling to direct folks to the flyer with your principles.

Emailer Roundup. 

· Farmers Coalition (449). Jessica drafted an emailer to our farmers on the upcoming farmers advisory board meeting and inviting them to attend. http://forbesnet:980/C14/Mailer Database/Lists/Mailer Database/DispForm.aspx?ID=902

· Cut, Cap and Balance. Fiscal Conservatives. Jessica drafted an emailer to our fiscal conservatives on cut, cap, and balance.

· Readiness Hearing. Defense Coalition (1807); Defense Interest (3261); Homeland Security Interest (3130). Jessica drafted an emailer on the readiness hearing to share the video and charts with our defense coalition. http://forbesnet:980/C14/Mailer%20Database/Lists/Mailer%20Database/DispForm.aspx?ID=901
Blog Roundup.

· 3 reasons why we need a different economic plan. Jessica drafted a blog with three reasons why we need a different plan for the economy. The 3 reasons include: We’re facing the worst unemployment crisis since the Great Depression, Stimulus funds are being used to pay unemployment, The White House Chief of Staff has said Medicare will bankrupt in 5 years.

· http://forbes.house.gov/Blog/?postid=251769
· A Complete Picture. Jessica drafted a blog on cap, cut and balance that links to a video on the solutions. http://forbes.house.gov/Blog/?postid=251704
· China’s Eye in the Sky Nears Par With U.S. Jessica drafted a China Caucus blog on receent news that  China’s rapidly expanding satellite program is nearing par with U.S. capability. http://forbes.house.gov/ChinaCaucus/Blog/?postid=251681
Twitter/Facebook Roundup.

· 12:36pm - Check out my recent work to prevent backdoor amnesty and to oppose significant cuts to Nat'l security: http://ow.ly/5DEUC
· 10:42am - Great visit with president of UVa today to hear about the new simulation of the Chesapeake Bay that UVa has developed http://ow.ly/i/eh99
· 9:46am - Since World War II, Congress increased debt limit 69 times. It's time to control debt & pass a balanced budget amendment http://t.co/ydHy730
· Tuesday, July 12th 7:37pm - In the last 4 years inspection failures for Navy ships have nearly tripled. Is our Navy ready? http://ow.ly/5CVuQ
Tweet Comments/Reponses. We received the following responses and posts on twitter that mention you:

· Randy_Forbes: In the last 4 years inspection failures for Navy ships have nearly tripled. Is our Navy ready? http://ow.ly/5CVuQ 

· GNC_Dave: @Randy_Forbes as an ex-sailor (subs) I hope you get this fixed. Sailors can do amazing things with duct tape but sometimes it's not enough! 

· HASCRepublicans 11:18am - Hearing video now online, led by @Randy_Forbes "How Does the Navy Get Ready, and Where are We Today?" http://owl.li/5DxrA
· FPIdefense 1:20pm - @Randy_Forbes challenges Admin on funding shortfall for Navy, http://t.co/npD83sC; announces Navy may cut 1 carrier http://t.co/PfwzyWX
China Caucus Retweets. We had several people retweet your most recent China Caucus tweet:

Buddahfan: RT @Randy_Forbes: China's eye in the sky nears par with U.S.: http://ow.ly/5DVQD #chinacaucus

worlddream2: RT @Randy_Forbes: China's eye in the sky nears par with U.S.: http://ow.ly/5DVQD #chinacaucus

traviswhall: RT @Randy_Forbes: China's eye in the sky nears par with U.S.: http://ow.ly/5DVQD #chinacaucus

