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August 22, 2011

The Honorable Hillary Clinton
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Clinton:

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Readiness of the House Armed Services
Committee, charged with providing oversight of the Department of Defense, and as founder and
co-Chair of the Congressional China Caucus, [ am concerned with the Department of Defense’s
continued disregard for the legal submittal deadline for the required Annual Report to Congress
on the Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China. Pursuant
to Section 1202 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit, not later than March 1 each year, a report on the current and future military
strategy of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). While there are rumors the report will be
released soon, as of today it is 175 days late.

In response to a letter I addressed to former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates on May 3,
the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, Michele Flournoy, responded on May 23 that the
"...the development and completion of this report also entail close interagency coordination. This
adds time to the process, but yields a more thorough and useful report." While I recognize the
importance of interagency cooperation and value the most thorough report possible, it has now
been an additional 92 days since Ms. Flournoy sent her letter. The continued delay has led me to
believe that it is not caused by interagency or analytical challenges, but rather the
Administration's willingness to let its compliance with laws set forth by the Congress be
superseded by our diplomatic calendar with the PRC.

Last year, this report was submitted to Congress six months after its required legal
deadline, a deadline that was set so as to provide vital information on China’s intentions and
capabilities to Congress as it begins the national defense authorization process each spring. This
year, once again, Congress was forced to complete the National Defense Authorization Act
without this tool to understand the Department of Defense’s perspective on China.

While we continue to wait for this document to be released, I have a number of concerns
regarding its timely formation:
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o Please provide the specific interagency process that has guided the formation and
delivery of the report. '

e Please provide your individual assessment of how this process affects the timeliness of
the report.

o As this is a Department of Defense report, please provide your individual assessments of
the role of the Department of State and the National Security Council in developing the
report,

As the Secretary of State, you are responsible for overseeing one of the Departments that
has assisted in the development of this report. I, like you, share the goal of a strong, efficient and
effective national defense that protects our nation from current threats and deters the threats of
the future. For Congress to support our Armed Forces in that goal, it is imperative that the
Department of Defense, in coordination with its interagency partners, provide timely reports on
the nature of those threats. I look forward to your personal response.

J. RANDY RBES

Member of Congress



