Nearly every resident attending
- supervisors meeting opposes
proposed comprehensive plan

BY ZACHARY REID
Richmond Times-Dispaich

Say this about Chesterfield County: Its
residents have a passion for their future, and
quite a few are certain that they have a beiter
handie on that future than their county
Jeaders. ' S i

With a public beating on a proposed com-
prehensive plan on the agenda for the Boaxd
of Supervisors meeting Wednesday, the coun-
ty's Public Meeting Room was as full as ii has
been in a year.. '

“T's certainly
i attendance,”

. A, Gecker, e _ i :
 For most of the night, 37 residents politely-
took turns disagreeing with nearly everything -
in the 200-plus-page plan, from what they
. said. was an assault on .property rights io

great to have so many citizens
said board Chairman Daniel

cellphione tower placement to bicycle paths to
the idea that parts of the plan could guide the
county for 100 years or more. Only one
resident spoke in favor of the plan. o

Quoting sources from James Madison to
George Patton, a significant number of the
speakers claimed the county was falling prey
10 Agenda 21, a United Nations program for
sustainable development.

Ralph Carter, who represents the Chester
Patriots — the tea party group eschews tradi-
tional Jeadership roles in its ranks — ques-
tioned the constitutionality of the whole pro-
cess,

By our Constitution, he said, America was a
“beacon of freedom,” but under the sustained
development approach, the county became a
“source of planetary degradation.” ‘

George Hmerson, the faiher of new School
Board member Carrie . Coyner and a devel-
oper whose planned communities dot the
county, said he “adamanily opposed the plan”
because it would make his line of work nearly
impossible. ,
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If adopted, the comprehensive

- plan would steer growth and devel-

opment issues in the county for
years to come, It would be the first

-such plan in Chesterfield in more

than two decades. In the years

since, the county has used a series .

of at least 20 area land-use plans.
The comprehensive plan would
combine elements of those plans
with other ideas developed by citi-
Zen groups, county statf and hired
consultants in the nearly three
years since the county began for-
mulating the new plan. ‘

Since the process began, county
Planning Departinent . staff have
helped with 183 meetings on the
plan, said Planning Director Kirk
Turner.

The public hearing was a listen-
only exercise for the four hoard
members on hand. At the earliest,
the board could vote on thé plan at
its Feb. 8 meeting,

Dale District member James M,
“Jim” Holland was watching from
home via the county’s video feed
while he recovered from an fllness.

Fivst look at capltal plan

During its afternoon work ses-
sion; the board received a prelimi:
nary look at the county’s proposed
five-year capital improvement plan.
The $532.7 million plan includes
general county projects ($165.6 mil-
lion), school improvements ($154.6
million) and utilities work ($212.5
miflion). S

The county proposes and ap-
proves a rolling five-year plan every
year, with actual action iypically
taking place only on projecis fox the -
nexi fiscal year, which begins July 1.
This year, the plan is heavy on
maintaining and renovaiing exist-
ing facilities, though it does suggest
that several projecis left from a 2004
bond referendum — including a
new library and a five station ~—
could finally be built.

A public hearing on the plan is
scheduled for March 14, and a vote
by the supervisors is set for March
e . o
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