SEAPOWER AND THE CHINESE STATE: CHINA’S MARITIME AMBITIONS.  The Heritage Foundation’s Dean Cheng has written a new piece on China’s maritime ambitions and the challenges it poses to the United States.  From the piece: “Although a larger naval presence does not mean that China will necessarily challenge the U.S. Navy’s preeminence, certain Chinese military developments, such as anti-access/area denial capabilities, suggest a less optimistic appraisal of China’s growing maritime operations. It is therefore ultimately in America’s interest to pursue a consistent policy of maritime strength—a policy that reminds China that while the United States can afford to be a friendly maritime power, America will also be an undefeatable maritime opponent.”  http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/07/Sea-Power-and-the-Chinese-State-Chinas-Maritime-Ambitions 
CHINA’S MISSILE SALES TO IRAN, SYRIA AND PAKISTAN.  A new piece from the Washington Times reports that recently released classified documents reveal China’s continued violations of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MCTR), with sales of missiles and parts to Iran, Syria and Pakistan.  The MCTR is an informal association of 34 states that seeks to limit exports of missiles with ranges greater than 185 miles and warheads heavier than 1,000 pounds.  An excerpt from the released diplomatic cable: “Chinese authorities and firms fail to conduct sufficient evaluations of missile-applicable transactions or to take steps to know their customers.”  http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/jul/13/inside-the-ring-482504507/ 
U.S., CHINA MILITARY CHIEFS CONCLUDE TALKS.  Admiral Mike Mullen has wrapped up a four-day visit to China with a rare visit to a Chinese submarine base on an island off the country’s eastern coast, a day after being given access to a Su-27, one of China’s most advanced operational fighter jets.  From the WSJ piece: “Adm. Mullen's visit to China has been overshadowed by tensions over the South China Sea… Despite some testy exchanges on that issue, however, the two sides appeared to have taken tentative symbolic steps toward rebuilding military relations that were resumed only in January, after a year’s suspension by Beijing over arms sales to Taiwan.”  http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304223804576443932225547482.html 
CHINESE SOLDIERS BEAT VIETNAMESE FISHERMAN NEAR DISPUTED ISLAND.  Vietnamese officials are saying that armed Chinese soldiers allegedly beat a Vietnamese fisherman and threatened the other crew members before forcing them out of waters near disputed South China Sea islands claimed by both countries.  The Washington Post reports that this incident is the latest flare-up in an ongoing maritime spat between the two nations.  http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/vietnam-accuses-armed-chinese-soldiers-of-beating-fisherman-near-disputed-island/2011/07/14/gIQAhD2QDI_story.html 
CHINESE ARTIST ACCEPTS JOB IN BERLIN BUT IS UNSURE IF HE WILL BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE CHINA.  Ai Weiwei, a well known artist whose detainment earlier this year prompted international outcry, has announced that he has agreed to become a visiting lecturer at the Berlin University of the Arts in 2012, but that he was unsure whether China’s government would allow him to leave the country.  Mr. Ai Weiwei said that his concern comes from how the Chinese authorities would react to the offer because “it shows strong support for my moral position.”  http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/14/world/asia/14artist.html  
CHINA’S NEWEST CAMPAGIN OF REPRESSION.  A new piece from Foreign Policy describes the Chinese government’s targeting of lawyers within the larger crackdown on dissent.  The piece describes the treatment of Chinese lawyers who dare to be involved in human rights, criminal justice, and controversial public-interest cases: “Law has become an increasingly hazardous profession.  They risk informal warnings, 24/7 monitoring, beatings, torture, “thought reform”, coerced “confessions” and “guarantees,” criminal prosecution, and imprisonment.”  http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/07/12/first_they_came_for_the_lawyers 
SOUTH KOREAN DEFENSE CHIEF TO VISIT BEIJING FOR TALKS.  South Korea’s defense minister will visit China this week for regional security talks.  The issues discussed are expected to include Beijing’s support for North Korea.  The South Korean minister will meet with China’s military and political leadership while touring Chinese army and air force bases.  This will be the minister’s first visit to China since two deadly incidents were blamed on North Korea last year.  http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=7074669&c=ASI&s=TOP 
JAILED CHINESE TYCOON BIDS FOR U.K. AIRCRAFT CARRIER.  An asset management company that is controlled by a Chinese entrepreneur tycoon, recently sentenced to 14 years in jail for bribery, has placed a bid to purchase a retired United Kingdom aircraft carrier, the HMS Ark Royal.  According to the Eagle Vantage Asset Management company, the 700-foot, 22,000 ton Royal Navy carrier will be turned into what would undoubtedly become the largest buoyant luxury shopping mall.  http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2011/07/13/jailed-tycoon-huang-bids-for-u-k-aircraft-carrier/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=chinablog 
PAKISTAN PLAYS CHINA CARD.  A new piece from The Diplomat identifies China’s role in strained ties between the U.S. and Pakistan, as China’s assistance to Pakistan is being flaunted as a replacement for American aid.  From the piece: “That Pakistan has issued such a hard-nosed response speaks volumes of Pakistan-China ties. The two sides have been flaunting their ‘all-weather’ friendship. The fact that Pakistan has now unabashedly waved the China card in front of the United States – perhaps the first time it has done so quite so blatantly – should send a chilling message to the Indian strategic establishment that India will have to also deal with China in any future conflict with Pakistan.”  http://the-diplomat.com/indian-decade/2011/07/13/pakistan-plays-china-card/ 
