Cungress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

December 22, 2010

The Honorable Ben Bernanke

Chairman

Boatd of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
20th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.\W.
Washington, D.C. 20551

Dear Chairman Bernanke:

We ate writing to exptess out concern with a recent visit to the Payne County Bank in Perkins,
Oklahoma by a team of Federal Resetve examiners from Kansas City, to ensure that the bank was
compliant with federal regulations.

Supplement I to Part 202, Official Staff Interpretation, Section 202.4, Paragraph 4(b)(1)(ii) prohibits
“the use of wotds, symbols, models, or other forms of communications in advertising that express,
imply, ot suggest a disctiminatoty preference or a policy of exclusion in violation of the Act.” Based
on this provision, the team deemed a Bible verse of the day, crosses on the teller’s counter and
buttons that say “Metty Christmas, God with Us” a violation of the regulation.

Payne County Bank had not received any complaints regarding its display of the Bible verse on its
website, nor the crosses and buttons in theit branch, yet the members of this Federal Reserve team
unilaterally attempted to tell this employee-owned bank how they could and could not express their
beliefs. We believe this action as well as the authorization and continued implementation of such
regulations will have a chilling effect on the first amendment rights of other bank employees actoss
the country.

We undetstand that the situation at the Payne County Bank has been resolved; however, we remain
concetned about similar actions taking place at the hand of Federal Reserve examiners in the future.
As such, we respectfully request that you contact Congressman J. Randy Forbes (VA-04) at 202-225-
6365 to coordinate a meeting with Members of Congtress to brief them on the case in Perkins,
Oklahoma and to discuss possible actions by the Federal Reserve in the future.

S
J. RANDY FORBES
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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