July 18th, 2008
Dear Friend:

Welcome!  We are glad to have you here at our Federal Grant Writing Workshop for Faith-Based Organizations. This workshop is hosted by my office, and its purpose is to provide you with helpful information regarding the federal grant application process, inform you of some of the grant programs that are available for faith-based organizations, and provide you with helpful contact information to get your application process started. 
As with many faith-based nonprofit organizations, I know that you are continually looking for ways to meet the goals laid out in your mission statements. I also understand that many times, the ideas and plans you have may seem out of reach because of limited funds. Fortunately, there are thousands of grants offered through the federal government that are available to nonprofit organizations such as yours. My office is here to help guide you through the process of applying for federal grants, and this workshop is designed to give you the tools to do so. 

We are very fortunate to have with us representatives from the Department of Health and Human Services Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to provide their expertise about grant writing for faith-based organizations and strategies for successful applications. 
For additional information on grant opportunities available to your organization, please visit http://randyforbes.house.gov/constitutentservices/grants.htm. In addition, please do not hesitate to contact my Grants Coordinator, Carolyn Wise, with any questions or concerns you may have about the federal grants process or the information covered in this workshop.  She can be reached at carolyn.wise@mail.house.gov or (202) 225-6365.
I look forward to staying in touch with you regarding federal grant opportunities throughout the year. As always, if I can be of assistance to you or your family on this or any other issue, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 225-6365 or online at http://randyforbes.house.gov. With kind personal regards, I am






Yours truly,
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J. Randy Forbes






Member of Congress
This mailing was prepared, published and mailed at taxpayer expense.

