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Forbes talks about entitlemen

By TERESA WELSH
I-M Staff Writer

The November elections are
quickly approaching. And with
it, many questions about why Re-
publicans want to cut Medicaid
‘and Medicare but don't want to
cut out the tax breaks for big oil
comparies,

Some voters who have been
Republicans all their lives are now
questioning whether to vote Dem-
ocratic because they don't under-

Forbes

to Medicaid and Medicare.
So, the Independent-Messenger
asked Congressman Randy Forbes

to explain why Republicans want to
“reform” the federal-state program
that provides benefits to some 69.5
million poor children and adults
as well as the disabled and frail
elderly in nursing homes.

The House plan would turn
Medicaid, which provides health
coverage for the poor through a

combination of federal and state

: : ¥ .
ont, lax issues
stand the reasoning behind the cuts :
care. for statés. The federal government
“would give lump sums to states,
~ which in turn would be given more

money, into a block grant program

flexibility and independence over
use of the money, though the plan
does not spell out what the federal
requirements would be.

Beginning in 2013, these grants.

would increase annually at the rate
of inflation, with adjustments for
population growth, a rate far below

See FORBES, page 2

broken into

By PATRICK LOVE
I-M Assistant Editor

State Line Grocery appears to have
been broken into during the early
morning hours of July 7.

According to Greensville County
Sheriff James R. Edwards Jr., depu-
ties responded to the Skippers Road
store after an employee charged with
opening up noticed several things out
of the ordinary.

He said a tarp was laying on the
ground toward the back of the store,

See SHERIFF, page 5
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By TERESA WELSH
1-M Staff Writer

For children, the idea of a swimming pool
 is pretty obvious — jump in and have loads
| of fun. Splash. Jump. Scream. Soak. Swim

| under water and resurface with fanfare. It
| justisn’t mere complicated than that.
Parents love swimming pools, too. It
|| brings the kids outside in the fresh air. It is
| agreat time fo bond as a family and one of
the few ways to do 30 as kids become pre-
1 teens. It gives one’s children exercise, much
| more so than watching TV or playing video
games.
But water is dangerous, and every year
750 American children 14 years old and
younger drown, many in backyard swim-

i Teresa Welsh/Independent-Messenger
"MCA swim instructor Arlie Moore helps Sean Eastwick learn how to swim.

Swim lessons save lives

ming pools, and another 4,000 are severely
enough injured that they seed to be hospi-
talized.

The YMCA s offering swimming les-
sons at the Hampton Inn indoor pool, Re-
cently, a Brunswick County man who could
not swim drowned while fishing in a pond
when the boat overturned and a six-year-old
child drowned in a pool in Richmond.

Swim lessons focus on four character
development traits: caring, honesty, respect
and responsibility. They offer four swim
levels: Shrimp: 2-4 year olds in the water for
the first time. Polliwogs: For the child who
is comfortable in the water and can dem-
onstrate a few simple skills. Minnows are

See SWIM, page 5
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