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Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Speaker,
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The time has come for the U.S. House of Representatives to pass the Fiscal Year
2008 supplemental spending bill to pay for operations associated with the Global War on
Terrorism. - At an Armed Services Committee hearing today, the Vice Chief of Staff for
the U.S. Army detailed the impact that our inaction could have on the readiness of our
ground forces if we do not act quickly.

In his testimony, General Richard Cody noted the following:

o “The Army runs out of pay for Active Duty and National Guard Soldiers in June
2008;

o “The Ariny runs out of O&M [operation and maintenance funding] for the Active
component in early July and for the Guard in late June;

e “Two Stryker BCTs [brigade combat teams] may not receive hull protection kits
before they deploy;

e “Armored Security Vehicles could face a break in production;

e “Army National Guard will not receive 10 CH-47 F model helicopters;

e “Converting and existing BCTs will not receive the Bridge to Future Networks
communications systems; and



Republicans agree with Army officers when they state that the “Army is not
broken,” but we recognize that our forces are stressed. Additionally, we understand that
immediate action on the Fiscal Year 2008 Supplemental would ease the stress on our
ground forces. Madame Speaker, all Members of Congress are concerned about the
readiness of our military forces, and none want to put our brave military personnel in
danger.

Understanding that continued inaction directly impacts our military’s ability to
improve readiness, we urge you to work with the House Appropriations Committee to
move the Fiscal Year 2008 Supplemental to the House floor for a vote without further
delay.

Sincerely,

Rep. Todd Akin (R-MO) Rep. J. Randy Forbes (R-VA)
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f Rep. Jetf Miller (R-FL) Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC)
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Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ)
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Rep. Thelma Drake (R-VA)
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Rep. Mike Conaway (R-TX) Rep. Geoff Davis (R-KY)

Rep. Rob Wittman (R-VA)

Cc:  The Honorable John Boehner; Republican Leader
The Honorable Tke Skelton; Chairman, House Armed Services Committee
The Honorable David Obey; Chairman, House Appropriations Committee
The Honorable Jerry Lewis; Ranking Member, House Appropriations Committee



