Congress of e Pnited States
Pashington, BE 20515

May 21, 2009
The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House _
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Prestdent Obama:

We are writing to respectﬁxlly request yrmr immediate ac’sion to rescind the August 2008

:'reimbursement to ho spice. pro grams With()ui such actmn This ﬂawed reguiarion phases outthe

budget neutrality adjustment factor (BNAF) m the Mfedxzeare hospme Wage index. You already
joined Cengress n temgmranly rej eetmg these cuts but pemanent action is r&qmred

The American Recovery and- Reinvestment Act t}f 2009 incladed a provision to stop the
regulation by delaying implementation of the hospice rule, allowing hospice programs to
continue providing the high quality and compassionate end-of-life care to more than 1.4 million
Americans and support to their families each year. However, the one year moratorium in the
stimulus bill only provides the hospice community with temporary relief until September 30™ of
this year. While more than 3,000 jobs have been saved by the temporary moratorium, those jobs
and more will be lost and hospice programs across the country, particularly smaller and rural

~ones, are at nsk af closmg -the1r domrs unless ths reguiaﬁon is permanently rescmded

For panents and famﬂ;es as weﬂ as for health care reform hospice is part of the se)lutton.'
Considered to be the model for high quality, cost effective, compassionate care at the end of life,
hospice care provides a team-oriented approach of expert medical care, pain management, and
emotional and spiritual support tailored to the patient’s wishes. Hospices provide invaiu&hie
services and care by enhancing the quality of life for the terminally ill and keeping them in the
place that they consider home. Additionally, there is significant cost savings associated with the
Medicare hospice benefit. An independent 2607 Duke University study showed that patients
receiving hospice care cost the Medicare program about $2,300 less per patient than those that
did not, amounting to an annual savings of more than $2 billion.

We urge you to act now fo begin the regulatory process to permanently rescind this
regulation. Doing so will prevent slashing more than $2 billion from the care of one of
America’s most vulnerable populations, the dying. Thank you for your consideration and we
look forward to working with you on this issue.

Sincerely.
4 Chris Van Hollen Gimv Bmwn Waite
- Member of Congress Maoraber of Congress
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List of signatures (171):

Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)
Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL)

Neil Abererombie (D-HI)
Robert Aderholt (R-AL)
John Adler (D-NJ)

Rodney Alexander (R-LA)
Jason Almire (D-PA)

Rob Andrews (DD-NI)
Tammy Baldwin (D-W)
John Barrow (D-GA)
‘Shelley Berkley (D-NV)
Howard Berman (D-CA)
Marion Berry (D-AR)

Gus M. Bilirakis (R-FL)
Sanford Bishop (D-GA)
Timothy Bishop (D-NY)
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN)
Eari Blumenaur {D-OR)
John Boozman (R-AR)
Madeleine Bordallo (D-GU)
Dan Boren (D-0K)
Leonorad Boswell (D-1A)
Charles W. Boustany, Jr (R-LA)
Bruce Braley (D-1A)
Corrine Brown (D-FL)
G.K. Butterfield {D-NC)
Ken Calvert (R-CA)

Shelly Moore Capito (R-WV)
Lois Capps (D-CA)
Michael Capuano {D-MA)
Russ Carnahan (D-MO)
Christopher Carney (D-PA)
Kathy Castor {ID-FL)
Howard Coble (R-NC)
Tom Cole (R-OK)

Ander Crenshaw (R-FL)
Henry Cuellar (D-TX)
Fohn Culberson (R-TX)
Eljsh Cummings (D-MD)
Artur Davis (DALY

Dasny Davis (0105

Geoft Davs (R-KYS

Susan Davis {D-CA)
Peter DeFazio (D-0OR)
Diana DeGette (D-CO)
William Delahunt (D-MA)
Rosa L. DeLauro (D-CT)
Charles Dent (R-PA)
Lioyd Doggett (D-TX)
Keith Ellison (D-MN)

Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO)
Eliot Engel (D-NY)
Anna Eshoo (D-CA)

Bob Etheridge (D-NC)
John Fleming {R-LA)

J. Randy Forbes (R-VA)
B_a_rneﬁf Frank (D-MA)
BiHl Foster (D-11)
Marcia Fudge (D-GH)
Jim Gerlach (R-PA)
Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ)
Charlie Gonzalez (D-TX)
Bob Goodlatte (R-VA)
Bart Gordon (D-MI)

Sam Graves (D-MO)
Gene Green (D-TX)
Parker Griffith (D-AL)
Raul Grijaiva (D-AZ)
Luis Gutierrez (D-IL)
John Hall (D-NY)

Brian Higgins (D-NY)
Maurice Hinchey (D-NY)
Ruben Hinojosa (D-TX)
Mazie Hirono (D-HD
Paul Hodes (D-NH)

Pete Hoekstra (R-MD
Henry "Hank" Johnson (D-GA)
Walter Jones (R-NC)
Steve Kagen (D-WI)
Marcy Raptur {D-OH)
Patrick Kennedy (D-RI)
Dale E. Kildee {D-MI)
Mary Jo Kilroy (D-OH)
Peter King (R-NY)

BMark Kisk (H-[2)

Ann Kirkpatriek (E-A7)

Ron Klein (D-F1L)

Frank M. Kratovil, Jr. (D-MD)
Dennis 1. Kucinich (D-OH)
Leonard Lance (R-NI)

James R. Langevin (D-RD)
Tom Latham {R-1A)

Steven C. LaTourette (R-OH)
Robert Latta (R-OH)

Barbara Lee (D-CA)

John Lewis (D-GA)

Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ)
Dave Loebsack (D-1A)

Betty McCollum (D-MN)

Jim McGovern (D-MA)

John McHugh (R-NY)

Mike Mclntyre (D-NC)

Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA)

Jerry McNerney (D-CA)
Kenny Marchant (R-TX)
Betsy Markey (D-CO)
Jim Marshall (D-GA)
Eric Massa (ID-NY)
Kendrick Meek (D-FL)
Michael Michaud (D-ME)
Brad Miller (D-NC)
Harry Mitchell {D-AZ)
Dennis Moore (ID-KS)
James P. Moran (D-VA)
Chris Murphy (D-CT)
Glenn Nye (D-VA)

Jim Oberstar (D-MN)
John Olver (D-MA)}

Ron Paul (R-TX)
Donald M. Payne (D-NI)
Collin Peterson (D-MN)
Chellie Pingree (D-ME)
Todd Platts (R-PA)
Jared Pohig (D-CO)

Bill Posey (R-FL}

David Price (D-NC)
Adam Putnam (R-FL)
Nick Rahall (D-WV}
David Reichert (R-WA)
Stivestre Reves (D-TX)
Ciro Bodrigaes (D2TX)



Harold Rogers (R-KY)
Mike Rogers (R-AL)
Peter Roskam (R-1L)
Mike Ross (D-AR)

Steven Rothman (D-NI)
Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA)
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger {(D-MD}
Tim Ryan (D-OH)

John P. Sarbanes (D-MD)
Janice Schakowsky (D-11.)
Aaron Schock (R-IL)
Allyson Schwartz (D-PA)
Bobby Scott (D-VA)
Joe Sestak (D-PA)

Carol Shea-Porter (D-NH)
Bill Shuster (R-PA)

Chris Smith (R-NJT}y
Lamar Smith (R-TX)
Zachary Space (D-OH)
Jackie Speier (D-CA)
Betty Sutton (D-OH)
Ellen Tauscher (E-CA)
Harry Teague (D-NM)
Glenn Thompson (R-PA)
Mike Thompson (D-CA)
Patrick Tiberi (R-OH)
John Tierney (D-MA)
Dina Titus (D-NV)

Paul Tonko (D-NY)

Tim Walz (ID-MN)

Zach Wamp (R-TN)

Peter Welch (D-VT)
Charlie Wilson (D-OH)
Joe Wilson (R-SC)

Robert Wittman (R-VA)
Lynn Woolsey (D-CA)
David Wu (D-OR)

John Yarmuth (D-KY)
Bill Young (R-FL)



